The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Christ Church

July 2, 2023

Prelude

Moments of Concern

Call to Worship: Psalm 34:9 — Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! There
is no want to those who fear Him.

Heidelberg Catechism: Lord’s Day 27 (pages 22-23)

Q. Does this outward washing with water itself wash away sins?

A. No, only Jesus Christ’s blood and the Holy Spirit cleanse us from
all sins.

Q. Why then does the Holy Spirit call baptism the washing of
regeneration and the washing away of sins?

A. God has good reasons for these words. He wants to teach us
that the blood and Spirit of Christ wash away our sins just as
water washes away dirt from our bodies. But more important,
He wants to assure us, by this divine pledge and sign, that the
washing away of our sins spiritually is as real as physical
washing in water.

Q. Should infants, too, be baptized?

A. Yes. Infants as well as adults are in God’s covenant and are His
people. They, no less than adults, are promised the forgiveness
of sin through Christ’s blood and the Holy Spirit who produces
faith. Therefore, by baptism, the mark of the covenant, infants
should be received into the Christian church and should be
distinguished from the children of unbelievers. This was done in
the Old Testament by circumcision, which was replaced in the
New Testament by baptism.

*Hymn of Adoration: 118 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
*Collect of the Day (unison): Lord, teach us to fear You so that we
might have wisdom and peace in a world that at times seems to be
going mad. Preserve us as we take refuge in You. We pray through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*0ld Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:24 — And

the LorRD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear

the LORD our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us
alive, as it is this day.
*Epistle Lesson: Revelation 15:1-4
Then | saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven
angels having the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is
complete.
2And | saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those
who have the victory over the beast, over his image and over his
mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of
glass, having harps of God.
3They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of
the Lamb, saying: “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God
Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!
4Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name?
For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship
before You, For Your judgments have been manifested.”
*Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:46-50
46 And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.
48 For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; for behold,
henceforth all generations will call me blessed.
For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His
name.
50 And His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to
generation.
Children’s Sermon
Sermon: Addressing Fear and Anxiety — Part 2
*Hymn of Preparation: Psalm 42 (back of bulletin)
Reading of the Law: Exodus 20:1-17 (page 68)
Call to Confession: 1 Corinthians 11:27-29 — Therefore whoever eats
this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he
who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment
to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.



Prayer of Confession (by Abraham Lincoln): “O God, we have been
recipients of the choicest blessings of heaven. We have been
preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We have
grown in numbers, wealth and power... but we have forgotten God.
We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace,
and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly
imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings
were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.
Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-
sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too
proud to pray to the God that made us. It behooves us, then, to
humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national
sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.” In Jesus’ Name we
pray, Amen.
Have Mercy:

Have mercy on us. Have mercy on us.

Oh Lord, have mercy. Oh Lord, have mercy.

Oh, help my unbelief. Oh, help my unbelief.

Oh Lord, have mercy. Oh Lord, have mercy.
Assurance of Pardon: John 1:9 — If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
Holy Communion
Prayers of the People
Lord’s Prayer (unison): Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
*Offertory Response: Doxology

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn of Response: 687 “God of Our Fathers”

*Benediction



