
The First Sunday after Christmas                                       January 1, 2023 
                                                                

Christ Church 
Prelude  
Moments of Concern 
Call to Worship: Matthew 1:18-25 (page 849) 
Heidelberg Catechism:  Lord’s Day 1 (pages 7-8) 
Q. What is your only comfort in life and death? 

A. That I am not my own, but belong body and soul, in life and 
in death-to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for 
all my sins with His precious blood, and has set me free from 
the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a 
way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of 
my Father in heaven: in fact, all things must work together for 
my salvation. Because I belong to Him, Christ, by His Holy 
Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me whole-
heartedly willing and ready from now on to live for Him. 

Q. What must you know to live and die in the joy of this comfort? 
A. Three things: first, how great my sin and misery are; 
second, how I am set free from all my sins and misery; third, 
how I am to thank God for such deliverance. 

*Hymn of Adoration: 323 “Holy! Holy! Holy!” 
*Collect of the Day (unison): Almighty and Everlasting God, we live 
among enemies that would enslave us for their own purposes -- 
namely, the world, the flesh and the devil.  We praise You for the 
powerful deliverance You have brought to us through Christ so that in 
union with Him we might live in freedom to produce spiritual fruit 
that will yield joy for eternity.  We pray through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever 
one God, world without end.  Amen. 
*First Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 3:1-13  
1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—  
2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of 
God which was given to me for you,  
3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have 
briefly written already, 

4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ),  
5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it 
has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and 
prophets:  
6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and 
partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel,  
7 of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of 
God given to me by the effective working of His power. 
8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ,  
9 and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created 
all things through Jesus Christ;  
10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made 
known by the church to the principalities and powers in the 
heavenly places, 
 11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ 
Jesus our Lord,  
12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
faith in Him.  
13 Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for 
you, which is your glory. 
*Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 1:1-6 
1Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates 
day and night. 
3 He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings 
forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatever he does shall prosper. 
4 The ungodly are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind drives 
away. 
5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in 
the congregation of the righteous. 



6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
ungodly shall perish. 
*Second Epistle Lesson: Galatians 5:1-6,13-15,22-26  
1Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, 
and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.  
2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will 
profit you nothing.  
3 And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he 
is [b]a debtor to keep the whole law.  
4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be 
justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 
5 For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness 
by faith.  
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails 
anything, but faith working through love. 
13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do 
not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve 
one another.  
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  
15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be 
consumed by one another! 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.  
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires.  
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  
26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 
another. 
Children’s Sermon 
Sermon: “Resolutions vs. Commitment” 
*Hymn of Preparation: “Once in Royal David’s City” (insert) 
Reading of the Law: Exodus 20:1-17 (page 68) 
Call to Confession:  1 Corinthians 11:27-29 Therefore whoever eats 
this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 

be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he 
who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment 
to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 
Prayer of Confession: Father, forgive us for forsaking our new identity 
in 
Christ. We often act as if our lives are our own to do with as we 
please. 
We fail to cooperate with the Spirit who brings us assurance of 
salvation 
and grants us godly affections. Instead, we are prone to worry and to 
yearn for what You have not given or revealed to us. Forgive us for 
rejecting the comfort You provide and not cherishing the precious 
Savior 
whose blood was shed to save us. Purify us, we ask, in Jesus’ Name. 
Amen. 
Agnus Dei: 
 Women & Children:  O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 Men: O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 
 All: O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world, grant us your peace.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon:  John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
Holy Communion 
Prayers of the People   
Lord’s Prayer (unison):  Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+5%3A1-6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29166b


heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.  
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
*Offertory Response:  Doxology  
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
*Prayer of Dedication 
*Hymn of Response: “Yet Not I But Through In Me” (insert) 
*Benediction 
*Threefold Amen 
*Postlude 
 


