
The Fourth Sunday of Advent                                    December 18, 2022                                                                

 
Christ Church 

Prelude  
Moments of Concern 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 
Call to Worship: Psalm 134 Behold, bless the LORD, all you servants of 
the LORD, who by night stand in the house of the LORD! 
Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD. 
The LORD who made heaven and earth bless you from Zion! 
Heidelberg Catechism:  Lord’s Day 51 (page 36) 
Q. What does the fifth request mean? 

A. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors means, 
Because of Christ’s blood, do not hold against us, poor sinners 
that we are, any of the sins we do or the evil that constantly 
clings to us. Forgive us just as we are fully determined, as 
evidence of Your grace in us, to forgive our neighbors. 

*Hymn of Adoration: 179 “The First Noel” 
Call to Confession:  Lamentations 3:40 Let us search out and examine 
our ways, and turn back to the LORD. 
Prayer of Confession: Father, have mercy for our hearts are 
rebellious. We take our sins lightly. We are not grieved when we 
violate Your holy law. We fail to love You with our whole heart, soul, 
mind and strength and to follow our Savior's ways. For the sake of 
Christ our Savior, remove the hardness of our hearts. Teach us to 
forgive each other. Teach us to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 
we have received as Your servants. Break sinful habits within us. Lead 
us into the light and joy of Your presence daily. We pray through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Agnus Dei: 
 Women & Children:  O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 Men: O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 

 All: O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world, grant us your peace.  Amen. 
Assurance of Pardon:  Micah 7:18-19 Who is a God like You, 
pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant 
of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, because He 
delights in mercy. He will again have compassion on us, and will 
subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the 
sea. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
Collect of the Day (unison): Lord, we praise You that You have 
revealed Your glory to us through the incarnation of our Savior Jesus 
who has brought us into union with You.  Stir our hearts that we 
might long to see Him in His full glory and be changed to be like 
Him.  As we fix our eyes on Him by reading the Scriptures, give us 
grace to bear fruit which delights You.  We pray in His holy 
Name.  Amen. 
*Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-5  
1There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 
shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 
3 His delight is in the fear of the LORD, and He shall not judge by the 
sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 
4 But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the 
rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the 
wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, and faithfulness the belt 
of His waist. 
*Epistle Lesson: Romans 7:4-5 



4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law 
through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another—to 
Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God. 
5 For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were 
aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to 
death. 
*Gospel Lesson: John 17:20-26  
20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in 
Me through their word;  
21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; 
that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You 
sent Me.  
22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may 
be one just as We are one: 
23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, 
and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved 
them as You have loved Me. 
24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me 
where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given 
Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.  
25 O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have 
known You; and these have known that You sent Me.  
26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the 
love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 
Missions Moment 
Children’s Sermon 
*Hymn of Preparation: Psalm 8 (back of bulletin) 
Sermon: Union with Christ -- Part 3 (John 17:20-26) 
Prayers of the People   
Lord’s Prayer (unison):  Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.  
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

*Offertory Response:  Doxology  
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
*Prayer of Dedication 
*Hymn of Response: 178 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
*Benediction 
*Threefold Amen 
*Postlude 
 


